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SUBJECT: TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS ON TRIP AND TARIFF STUDY DATA 

1. SUMMARY: PROMPTED BY EC REQUEST, GATT SECRETARIAT HELD 
INFORMAL MEETING OF TARIFF STUDY COUNTRIES TO REVIEW 
PROGRESS ON UPDATING OF TARIFF STUDY (TS) FILES AND 
STATUS OF TARIFF RATE INFORMATION FILE (TRIF). SECRETARIAT 
PROMISED TO HAVE 1974 TS FILES COMPLETED BY END OF 
SEPTEMBER /EARLY OCTOBER. SECRETARIAT WILL BEGIN EEFORT 
TO CORRELATE TRIF AND TS FILES AT THAT TIME. EC, CANADA, 

AND US STATED WILLINGNESS TO VOLUNTARILY SUBMIT TS 

DATA FOR 1975 AND REVISED TRIFS WITHOUT DECISION BEING 
REACHED BY TARIFES GROUP ITSELF. END SUMMARY. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MTNGE 05511 121939Z 

2. GATT SECRETARIAT (TILL) CHAIRED MEEGING ATTENDED BY 
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MOST, BUT NOT ALL, TS COUNTRIES. TILL REPORTED 
SECRETARIAT WOULD COMPLETE 1974 UPDATE OE TS FILES BY 
END OF SEPTEMBER OR EARLY OCTOBER. TILL STATED CERTAIN 
CHANGES WOULD BE EVIDENT IN NEW FILES (E.G., BOUND 
RATES WILL ALWAYS BE SHOW, EVEN IN THE CASE OF ITEMS 
WHICH WERE BOUND AT A CEILING RATE WHICH WAS NEVER 
APPLIED). TILL STATED THAT IN RESPECT TO "BARIABLE 
DUTIES" SECRETARIAT HAD SEARCHED FOR BETTER MEANS OF 
DISPLAYING THESE IN TS BUT COULD FIND NONE AND, THEREFORE, 
HAD RESORTED TO TRADITONAL METHOD, I.E., NOTATION BY 
ASTERISK. ONE PROBLEM WHICH SECRETARIAT HAD NOT BERN 
ABLE TO RESOLVE WAS CALCULATION OF AVES FOR TARIFF 
LINES UNDER WHICH NO TRADE WAS FLOWING. TILL NOTED 
THAT IF TARIFFS GROUP ADOPTED FORMULA WHERE DEPT OF CUT 
WAS DEPENDENT ON EXISTING RATE, SOLUTION TO THIS PROBLEM 
WOULD BE REQUIRED. (THIS ECHOED EC INTERVENTION AT 
TARIFFS GROUP MEETING ALONG SIMILAR LINES.) 

3. EC DEL (DUGIMONT) URGED THAT SECRETARIAT UNDERTAKE 
"RESTRUCTURING" OF TRIF AND TS DATA TO MAKE THE TWO 
FILES COMPATIBLE FOR NEGOTIATING PURPOSES. EC ALSO 
SUGGESTED IT MIGHT BE TIME FOR THE TARIFFS GROUP TO 
DECIDE ON A FORMAL BASE YEAR OR YEARS FOR NEGOTIATIING 
PURPOSES. (WE REMINDED DUGIMONT THAT AFTER LENGTHY 
DISCUSSION, TARIFFS GROUP HAD DECIDED DATA FOR ALL RECENT 
YEARS FROM 1970 ONWARD SHOULD BE AVAILABLE TO THE 
PARTICIPANTS; ALL RECENT DATA WAS RELEVANT AND NO 
SINGLE BASE YEAR OR YEARS SHOULD BE CHOSEN. SEE 

PARA7, MTN/TAR/1.) 

4. CANADIANS (DENIS) SUPPORTED EC SUGGESTION FOR 
RESTRUCTURING. DENIS CITED CREDIBILITY PROBLEM 
ASSOCIATED WITH NEGOTITATING ON THE BASIS OF DATA 
THAT ARE THREE OR FOUR YEARS OLD. 

5. US DEL (MARSH) STATED US WOULD NOT BE IN A 
POSITION TO COMMENT ON THE SECRETARIAT'S CHANGES IN 
1974 TS FILES BEFORE HAVING HAD OPPORTUNITY TO 
STUDY SECRETARIAT SOLUTIONS DIRECTLY THAT TRIF AND TS 
FILES SHOULD BE MADE CONCORDANT TO ENABLE MORE COMPLETE 
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ANALYSIS OF NEGOTIATING PROPOSALS. WE STATED THAT 
SECRETARIAT SHOULD ATTEMPT TO CORRELATE THE TWO 
FILES AND REPORT ON ITS PROGRESS AND PROBLEMS. WE 
THOUGHT THIS APPROACH MORE PRACTICABLE THAN 
INITIATING A PROJECT TO MERGE THE TWO FILES INTO 
ONE (I.E. "RESTRUCTURING"). 

6. AUSTRALIAN DEL (SPENER) STATED THEY WOULD 
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BE UNWILLING TO COOPERATE WITH SECRETARIAT IN EEEORTS 
TO CORRELATE TRIE AND TS IE OTHER DELS DID NOT: 

(1) APPROVE ITS PROPOSAL ON INCLUSION IN PILES 
OP ITEM-SPECIPIC NTMS; AND (2) SUPPLY BETTER DATA ON 
VWRIABLE LEVIES. 

7. TILL ASKED WHETHER GROUP PELT IT HAD THE COMPETENCE 
TO MAKE DECISION THAT COUNTRIES SHOULD SUBMIT 1975 
DATA. EC, CANADA ADN US ALL STATED THEY WOULD SUPPLY 
1975 TS DATA WITHOUT PORMAL DECISION OP TARIPPS GROUP. 
JAPAN DEL (MKYAKE) STATED THAT PORMAL DECISION OP THE 
TARIPPS GROUP WOULD SEEM APPROPRITE CONSIDERING THAT 
GROUP 3(A) HAD MADE SIMILAR DECISION ON UPDATING POR 
1974. EC, SPEAKING TO JAPANESE INTERVENTION, STATED 

IT WOULD MAKE ITS DATA AVAILABLE TO SECRETARIAT POR 
DISTRIBUTION TO ALL COUNTRIES WHICH DID LIKEWISE. 

TILL POINTED OUT THAT BEPORE PREPARING 1975 TS PILES 
SECRETARIAT WOULD NEED GUIDANCE ON WHAT KIND OF RATES 
SHOULD BE SHOWN POR UNBOUND ITEMS IN THESE PILES. 

8. US DEL USED OCCASION TO CITE IMPORTANCE ACCURATE 
DESCRIPTIONS BEING INCLUDED ON BOTH TRIP AND TS 
DOCUMENTATION, NOTING THAT ALL CUNTRIES (READ JAPAN) 
SHOULD SUBMIT SUCH DATA. TI)), PICKING UP ON US 
POINTN NOTED THAT ONEZIMPORTANT" COUNTRY HAD NOT 
COMPLETED ITS TRIP AND THAT THE TASK OF FILLING IN THE 
MISSING DATA WAS BEYOND THE CAPABILITIES OP HIS BRANCH. 

9. FOR HART: AFTER THE MEETING, TILL AND US MTN 

DEL DISCUSSED 1973 AND 1974 ASP LINE ITEM ADJUSTMENTS 
POR THE TS. AS THESE ADJUSTMENTS HAVE NORMALLY BEEN 
PREPARED BY THE USITC IN THE PAST, TILL WILL LIKELY 
WANT TO DISCUSS THIS WITH YOU DURING YOUR VISIT POR 
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THE JAPNA COMPENSATION NEGOTIATIONS JULY 15. WALKER 
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